Location, Location, Location
Location matters when you buy a house, location matters when you buy concert tickets, location matters when you park your car.  Location also matters when you choose a financial institution.  Consumers generally chose financial institutions within 5 miles of where they live or work because it’s convenient.

Credit unions began to realize in 1987 that they needed more branch locations to serve their members.  But the challenge was that not all credit unions could afford to build more branches.  That’s when the Shared Branching concept was born.  

Credit unions joined in cooperative agreements allowing members from one credit union to use another’s facilities that were more conveniently located to conduct their transactions.  Beginning with just a handful of locations in one locale, the network has spread across the country like wildfire.  The Shared Branching network has over a thousand locations nationwide, more than 50 of those in Ohio, and growing quickly.

Credit union members can visit a teller at a Shared Branch and perform the same transactions they would at their own credit union.  And best of all, there’s no charge for using a Shared Branch location.

“Shared Branching has been a huge benefit to our members,” says Kim Hudson, VP of Marketing & Business Development for Credit Union of Ohio.  “Since we serve state employees, and there’s a lot that don’t live in Columbus, we can serve them better by being a part of the Shared Branching network.  And members get really excited when they learn there’s a Shared Branch nearby.”

The Shared Branching network is another example of the credit union difference.  Credit unions are constantly working to find better ways to serve members.  For more information about Shared Branching or to find a location near you, visit the Ohio Credit Union League’s Shared Branching website at www.OhioCreditUnions.org/sb.htm.

